Autonomic nervous system function in Baltic myoclonus epilepsy.
Baltic myoclonus epilepsy (BME) is a neurodegenerative disease characterized by tonic-clonic seizures, myoclonus and a progressive course. The aim of the present study was to assess the clinical symptoms and signs of possible involvement of the autonomic nervous system (ANS) and objectively evaluate autonomically mediated cardiovascular reflexes in this syndrome. Fifteen patients with BME and 14 healthy control subjects were studied. Thirteen (87%) of the patients had symptoms suggesting ANS dysfunction. The most common symptoms were postural dizziness and sweating disturbances. The heart rate variation during deep breathing was lower in patients than in controls. The heart rate response and systolic blood pressure response during tilting were similar in both groups. Our results suggest a mild parasympathetic hypofunction and an intact sympathetic function in ambulatory patients with BME.